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IN THE CLAIMR 

1 • (currently tended) A web coating apparatus having a vacuum chamber 

which has between a back waU and at least one removable closing plate a shield with a flat 
cover, at least one guide roll; and a coating cylinder with an axis (A) as well as at least one 
coating source disposed in the vacuum chamber, wherein the ends of the at least one guide roll 
and of the coating cylinder which face the closing plate are fastened to the cover with bearings, 
and wherein the space in the vacuum chamber underneath the coating cylinder is free of 
supporting elements, and further crnnprisin* dividing walk. wh ^ in the divid^ wa iic w,„ „ 
their ends opposite from the back wall radially running sgajjag bars against whir.h the dosing 
plate can be placed in contact . 
Claims 2-10 (canceled) 

1 1 . (currently amended) A web coating apparatus according to claim 1 ela*» 
W, wherein the sealing bars have elastomeric sealing strips running parallel to their radial center 
lines, against which the closing plate can be brought in contact upon the closing of the vacuum 
chamber. 

12. (previously presented) . A web coating apparatus according to claim 11, 
wherein the coating cylinder has an end facing the closing plate in front of which a fixed ring 
sector is disposed, which partially encompasses the bottom end of the element supporting the 
coating cylinder. 

13. (currently amended) A- web coating nppqratuo oooording to claim 4 A 
web coating apparatus having a vacuum chamber which ha* betwee n a back wall „nH at least one 
removable closing plate a shield with a flat cover. ,t feast — ^ in d a Cf>atiritT rv Hl ^ r 
with an axis (A) as well as at least one coating source d.W^ the v ,„ nm „t, gmber whpTY ^ 
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^^^^^^^ „ , h a r - ^ 1ijlj|L 

who™, ft. ooatin, cy^c, is „ 
* wilhin sub . chaml)ere by ^ ^ ^ cyitadricauy wwd _ ^ 

** " U "* "* *»* *— - «* ^ coa«„ g cyIindor against „. CMting of 
their surface portions not covered by the web. 

H. (previousJypresented) A web coating apparatus according to claim 13 
where* the front mask has an eyerie sealing edge with which the closing plate can be 
brought into engagement when the vacuum chamber is closed. 

15. (previously presented) A web coating apparatus according to claim 13, 
wherein the ring sector extends along the circumference to its end edges within the front mask. ' 

16- (prcviouslypresented) A web coating apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein the total height of the apparatus from the floor is no more than 2.5 meters. 

17. (prevtouslypresented) A web coating apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein the vacuum chamber has on each side of the coating cylinder a side chamber in which a 
winding mandrel, one for an unwinding roll and one for a winding roll as well as corresponding 
guide rolls for the web. 

18- (previously presented^ web coating apparatus according to claim 1 1, wherein 
the side chambers are constituted as vacuum chambers and arc joined to the sub-chamber of the 
vacuum chamber through slits for the passage of the web. 

19. (previously presented) A web coating apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein all sub-chambers of the vacuum chamber and the side chambers are connect each to its 
own vacuum pump. 
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20. (prevrouaiy preS e«ed) A web caring waflls accordins , 0 ^ , ? 
wberctn a. upper sidK of to sjd4 chambers fc at 1ms( substMjai|y m ^ ^ ^ ^ J 

cover of the vacuum chamber. 

21. (currenrtynrnonded) w* Aw^o coating apparatus nocording to claim 
.4. wherein a nng sector extends along ta circumference j(s end ^ ^ fc ^ ^ 
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